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> Have now for ſome time expected an 
Anſwer from your Honorable Brother, 
Sir Robert Howard, to Mr, Drydens 
Epiſtle before his Indian Emperoxr ; 
But I perceive that your Brother thinks 
it unworthy of his Thoughts 5- nor can 
# any Ingenions Perſon blame Him, that 
* He rather deſpifes to give Himſelf the 
leaſt Trouble, where nothing of any weight of Reaſon can 
juſtly challengeit z and beſides, poſhbly being conſcious t & 
imſelf, that he could nor- ſo well make a Return ina 
Billinſgate ſtile, which he ſaw ſoexactly performed: by h's 
Angry Opponent, Put leaſt Sir, that (cold ng Text ſhould 
want 2 Commentary, I humbly offer unto you theſe my 
Obſervations npon it, and will make no Excuſe for my 
own weakneſs, ſince the Cauſe ic ſelf affords Abilities e- 
nough to any. that has a juſt Reſpe& to the peculiar Ho- 
nour of your Brother, and a General Love to Juſtice, and 
Good Manners, | | 
But having called this Angry Author, Mr, Dryden, and 
He having been diſpleaſed before with that Honourable 
Perſon for calling Hin Antherg I will rectifie both Er- 
2 rors 


(2) 
rers,. and try to-Pleaſe him (being a wrathfall man with 
the Title of av Efquire, which he Beftows on Hitnfelf , 
or modeſtly endures his Bookſellerto pur upon him ; yer 
withall hoping he can prove it better by the Heraulds 
than he has.done the Reſt; I proceed Sir, ro take notice, 
that the Squire having fixed ſome Ironical Complements 
upon that Honourable Perſon your Brother, inſtead of the 
Cauſe heis to maintain, he takes notice of two vetſes in 
the beginning of the Dake-of Lerma, for which he would 
have him loſe the opinion of ſober men, 'as it ſeems he 
has done His; not that it is a Conſequence, that he ſhould 
loſe any worthy mans Good opinion for the Squires Ill one, 
who perhaps not ſo well able to defend his own Paradoxes, 
is diſordered with ſo much paſſion, which ſo confounds his 
exprefſions, that 1 know not what he's moſt angry at... If 
he- means the Two firſt Lines, and the other Twenty, 
{which he glances at) are Nonſenſe, or Ill ones ; theRea- 
der is the beſt Judge, and he only ſaying they ate ſo, ir is 
enough to ſay I think they are not fo: But if the Squi 
would have it underſtood, that the Honourable Perſon 
uſed ſome things in the old my he has acknowledged ir 
already, and profeſſed he wou haye uſed more,' had nor 
the Alteration of the-whole defign mo hint of rhe 
Benefic, But the Squire having writ down the two firſt 
lynes, what ever he means, I that have read the old Play 
will aſſure him, that the Hononrable Perſon uſed bur the 
oy firſt words of it, though he has her 7 the merhod 
in the beginning, Bot the Squire ps. is juſtly * 
to fee = any _ the leaſt thing of 2n0i Po But 
enter into his Juriſdiion, claiming therighe of Theft per- 
haps. by continual - Cuſtome 3 witneſs his Maides Quren 
ſola out of the Queen of Corinth : a great part of his Indian 
Empreresr, and moſt of his Mock A ffrologer,which he meang 
(for he-is a Critick) the Feign'd 4 out of Freach' 
Playes and Romances z from whencelT cannor bur —_— 
s -\ that 
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the 4 bog danger md m_ md chgebe Squire; 
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be more juſtly:due to him. chan the 
he has been pleaſed to aſſume, 
- | The next thing Sir, that I ſhall cake notice of, is his 
admiration, to be thoughe ſo ridiculous as to diſpute whe- 
ther Proſe. or Verſe be neereſt to ordinary Converſation z 
by the Squires favour the Honourable Perfon never (aid 
ſo, bat oaly pars to ſay, thata Play ſeemed to repre- 
ſent Perſons ſpeaking Extempere , which indeed is or 
ry Converſation, and then acknowledged that the Squire 
raiſed Arguments only unanſ{werable againſt himſelf, by 
laying downthe rule for evety thing, tobe neereſt the na- 
ture of what it repreſents : And I hope this is no fault in 
the Honourable Perſon, who never contended for the Rule; 
fo that as to this Particular, Ichink there needgno more 
tobe ſayd;/ only adding this ſmall obſeryation, thar the 
Squire: cannot; endure to be thought Ridiculous, though 
he deſerves it. "7 
The Squire is then pleaſed to- tell us of a Gentleman, 
who maintained a Contradiion: in- the face of 300 Per- 
fons ; when he will vouchſafe to tell us the Perfon and 
Contradiftion, the Party 1 appt. give an anſwerz 
which by what I have heard, I betieve-none can be ig 
rant, thar Honourable Perſon can as hitle as any be ſyb- 
ed to be the Party ; and yet I dare not fay fo much for 
im, as the Squire once ventur'd to ſay on his own behalf 
ro a Lady of moſt Eminefz Quality (equall'dwitha grear 
Virtae and Parts) when he was: ſo, bold, as to tell her, a 
Gentleman could aoterre, and then certainly a Squire is in» 
fallible, | 
Aﬀter this he ſeems ſatisfied; that the Honourable Perſon 
ſayes he had rather read good Verſe than Proſe; I believe 
he had. and rather his, thamhis Proſe, uoleſs-it were writ- 
ren wich a better tempgry but tlie Squiredemands RO00NY 
n En. : 


Aa) 
_ *than'This from 11 bfhers; Tam his Interceffer, hemiy oby 
rain his defire ;, and 1y#1t:to them thite are mrs £9 
'orant it,” to judge, they'have better'd his Argui 
menrs by their | Ton ay G paſa * £ : 
©.-Next-he-urges, thita Play 1s lup! to be the wor 
of #'Poet, imitatirig -ot repteſenting the Converſation of 
ſeveral perſons; the wordsof the Honorable Perſon, juſt. be+ 
fore, (which hequ6tes,/'and quarrels at) are, Thata Playis 
ſuppoſed tobe a Compoſition of ſeveral xe cp ſpeaking 
extempoje , and yet the Squire craves leave to diflenr, 
though he ſayes the ſamie thing, all but the word Zxtem+ 
pore. And if there be any otherway of Converſation,'cis 0n« 
ly known to the Squire, who has the ſharpneſs to ſee a 
difference in the ſame thing, - | ' 
-  -But now the Squire _ he will be bolder, (truely I 
thought he had been bold enough before) and doubts not 
to niake good a Paradox t fot having ſaid, that all things 
muſt be neereſt the hatnre of what they repreſent; he is 
rurn'd about now, and ſayes Proſe ſhould norbe uſed, :be4 
cauſe it is too neer Converſe, which is the nature of what 
- it repreſents, I ſuppoſe the Squire had need of a Legion 
of Parts (which he {peaks of ) to maintain' this : for ſome« 
times every thing is beſt; thatis neereſt the nature of what 
t© repreſents; and preſently it is the worſe for being too-neer 
ity-and then as luckily proceeds to-tell us, that che moſt 
$kilfull Painters affirm, there may be too great a likeneſs, 
and too neer a reſemblance in-a Picture; Iamvery confident 
the Squire:never heard 'anindifferent good Painter, much 
leſs -an excellent one , affirme ſa-ndiculousa thing : but 
toſalve his credit inthis, heis left:ro bung (if hecan) ſuch 
a Certificate from ſo excellenta Painter, whoſe great Au« 
thority may make us ſubmitour- ſence ſo'far'as to bflieve 
the Paradox-: But .were Sir Anthony Y anayke now living: 
(who- I ſuppoſe we may allow:;to; have been excellent in 
that Art)' the Squire would hardly get a Certificate woo 
| im 
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him, whoſeFame; if t heleruet what he ſayes, he has blaſted 


in one ſentence, for he has proved him to make worſe Pi- 
Qures, thay aby becauſe. he'made- all more exaRly like, 
then ever any man did, But Ileave the perſuit of ſuch 
abſurdities, nor'do Lprerend-tg; dwell upon his Reaſons, 

where the honorable Perſon ts his, and only faizly ze- 
turns his own, Ileave them to the Reader , who in my opi- 

nion will eaſily. judge, that the tronorable perſon conld per- 

ceive nothing of any new weight to move him to arep!y, 

and I ama confident there had-beenno anſwer return'd, -had 

not-the Squires Paſſion led him roInveRtives , forreigne ro 
the-Argyment, | -/ | | 

. The next favour, the hanorable perſon receives from the- 
Eſquire . is-about that yerſe-of: Sexecs.. 


: Ref, erate cluſos Reeii Poſtes Lars. 


And here he will neither allow Him to underſtand a La-- 
tine ward, nor an Engliſh word ; Notwithſtanding thoſe Te- 
ſtimonies which in both kinds that honourable perſon hath 
given :of himſelfe:.þut if he bad not underſtood the word 
er0,-nor could have {pele, whereby to have ſearch't it in 
a Didionarys yet linge the Eſquire was pleaſed to tell us the 
Engliſh of it; he might, (had he reſolved to have uſed an 
modeſty, ) have believed ita miſtake ſooner-then ſo muc 
Ignorance in-apy / one, as not to-underſtand the difference 
of the' words $h0pen and to-ſhur, I ſuppoſe therefore. in 
ſtead of wittily-C as ag Printer, he ought to Chide 
Himſelf; 'But in one Caſe of the Squires I cannot tell, 
whether 1 may affume the Liberty ro Chide the Printer - 
for a miſtake he committed in the firſt Edition of his" 7x- - 


lan Emperogr, in this Excellent Verſe— 


4nd fallen Fate, the does rno{aft purſue. . 
| 30105 Los; 25niiitf ok. 4 
, , which - 


'* F 


v . 
- 

# 

% 


(6) 
which in the ſerond Edition is uhus 'Cono@ed <— 1; | 
= Aud follow Fate, that world 190 ſuf Purſue, 

There is another Line in his Aras Realux, which, be- 
cavſe the Squires fo ſevere; I'will not omit,  - ; 


An Serrid Pllntſs rf invades the Pare, 


I have not heatd of the like Expreſſion unleſs in 4 Tale 
_ of an Officer, thixr Comtnanded a Centinel not to Rirr « 
Foot, but walk up and down, and ſee what he could hear. 
Now whether this firſt Non-ſence be ReQtified by the 
Printer, or by the Squires Encreaſe of Underſtanding, or, 
where fault the laſt is, I dare not Determine. 

Bur, for all this, the Squire need not believe, that the 
Honourable Perſon can have any Apprehenſion of the exa- 
panes boy faults of bis, ſince his guides him Gill, 
45 not to diſtinguiſh between a Fault and a Miſtake , "if ir 
be believed, that he wnderſtands a Word of Engliſh, and 
eherefore he is rather Invited to uſe his Freedome: ' For, 
'tis wry ſome nay Believe in his Promiſe, that may find 
nothing in his Peffortnence, -So, lexying'him to-his-own 
Liberty, I paſs over his Arguments, hor any thing in 
them, chat appears (to my —_— at leaſt) eirher 
New or Weighty , bur leave them-to the Readers berter 
Determination; and proceed to the next \marke of his Uiſ 
pleaſure, which is ſo4ll placed , 'that 'the Squire"is 
with that Hononrable Petſon for Calling. the-Maſes tis 
long Acquainrance; if he meanes in point of time, 'that 
Hononrable Perſon is onely '# proper whether rhe 
_ ſeemed long to ny -or way open he mranes he 
ought to pretend no Acquaintance in the leaſt with them 
it : ch to Us pidtedl®dj'er to thofe, who 
bave Read his Writings» and among them, the + bh 
| | obli 
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obliged the Wold wich, the DueZ of rhe Studes:, is afut- 
rs horney tha the Squire Aervhay than he 
oughe ro be, 2 - rele ; 

The next Charge che Squire is pleaſed codraw.up 4- 
gainſt Him, isabour Notion Politick, and Grave; tend- 
: ing'to'the jon of Princes , and 'Reformation: of 
States: TI knownot, that the Honourable Perſon ſeems 
"Guilty of ny ſuch DI leaſt, bur if the Squire 
- be, as he ſayes he is , for Diſtriburive Jpſtice” we may 
jultly preſume that when his- 7ndian Emperovy'was firſt 
. acted;--he intended td infituR and reform all Churches in 
Polemical Divinity , by. his admirable Difpute berween a 
"Chriſtian and a Heathen Prieſt z which alſo ſhows how 
great 2 loſs the Charch had of him , when he was divert- 
ed from entering into Orders. 

T hen he quarrels with the Style of that Hononrable 
Perſon (1 wiſh he had propoſed him one fit to change tor) 
which he ſays the Criticks have branded with the Name 
of Obſcurity ; and Falſe Grammat : Who theſe Criticks 
be, he isnot pleaſed to tell-us, but writes, as he wanld 
have preacher, as a certain Author hath ics by which the 
Squire ſeems to be one of the 987daws damn'd at leaft 
in 2xeveds's Yifons,. where I leave the Squire-to read his 
farther Deſc:iprion, hoy, 

Bur in his next ſcolding Paragraph, he'is more unhap- 
py in his Anger, and quarrels with the Honourable Per- 
ſon, forſaying he was now fettered in-Bufineſs of more 
unpleaſant Natures , which he will have-to be State mat- 
ters, Bur the Squire was'very much miſtaken , for I by 
accident once heard that Honorable Perſon complain that 
ewo tedious Suits in Chancery had almoſt deprived him of 
the right uſe of any time z and yet 1think he need not be 
athamed of thoſe Services he endeavours to do his King 
and Countrey, ſo that either way the Squires Diſpleaſure 
is very unjuſtly applied : And above all men , _ 
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Squire 0 ia rms © Daft his Forte; 
and that of the: Honourable Perſons /are different; for the 
Squire miſtakingly charges him that the corruption of a 
Poet, wis-the genieration'of a 'Stateſmdniy :bur-on the 
contrary” the Ts bdvidg- bes upployed, as|/a Puny 
Stateſman , »his Father a{Zealous Commircee-man , 
and Sir Gilbert Pickering a crafty Privy Councellour in the 
late times ,:\it may.more properly be applied go rhe Squire, 
That the. cotruption'of-a Stateſman is the generation of a 

Then he quwrels ar the word 4F;, had: that Hononta- 
ble Perſon ſaid Where, inEngliſh, the Squire wouſd have 
ber t0O, . f + 111 
. - Then he. is diſpleaſed! and ſayes that to: perform the 
manner of a thing is New Engliſh; ;thas cannot be help , 
bur tis Old _ toevety one elſe, ſince, the Proverb is 
ſo.common , That the manner of doing athing, ts as much 
as the thing it (elf, 
_ -Fhen ke ſnarles abour.the-word 7affe, which is uſual- 
ly-applied to any kind of liking :: but.I ſhould be as rude 
as he 15 , 'to catertain the Reader long [with ſuch Yomits 
of Choler. FIN . 

- The next Diſpleafure he ſhews, is, that thy Honoura- 
ble Perſon ſayes , That 'tis not neceſſary for Paets' to fludy 
#rif# Reaſon (nor good Manners neither ,, if the Poet 
Lauteat be admitted Preſident) fince-they are fo uſed to 2 
greater Latitude than is allowed by that-ſevere Inquiſition, 
But he ſayes Moral Truth is the Miftriſſe of the Poet, as 
well as. of the Philoſopher : Poefie muſt reſemble Natu- 
ral Truth , but it muſt-be Ethical ; - the Poet drefles Fruth, 
and adorns Nature, but does not ater them, Theſe are 
the Squires words , but fince he does not prove this in the 
fame place , I will furniſh.che Reader with an exaR Proof, 
writtea by himſelf-in-a wonderfo] Stenza , in his wonder- 
tn! Poem of the wonderful year 1666, And withal! it tells. 

us 


'(9) | 
vs kow the Fire of Logdop was put out, which few Conn- 
Trey people knew before z the Stanza runs thus : 


A hollow Chriftal Pyramid he takes, 

In Firmamental Faters dipt abpve ; 

With this a broad E xtingwiſher be makes , | 
' - And hoods the Flames, which to their Quarry ftrove. 


'Now the Reader miay eafily judge, whether this be not 
Moral Truth ; if this does not reſemble Natural Truch , if 
irbe not Ethical, and if the Squire has not dreſt Truth, 
and adorned Nature, but noralrered them, 

In the next place he ſayes (with Truth ſtill Annexe to 
his Poetry) that the Honourable Perſon attaques all the 
Antients, and Moderns, while he fights (as lie ſays) un- 
der their ampleShields, as lictle Tescer fought under the 
large Buckler of Ajax Telamon, I know not why the 
ſmall Squire compares himſelf to little Tescer , unleſs ic be 
very pleaſant to him totalk of fuch a ſafe way of aghting: | 
for-I never read that the Honourable Perſon blamed the 
Antients for writing Verſe, but him, or any, that lay 
down Rules- againſt the writing of it. For Verſe could not 
be thought neereſt Nature by all the Anrients , ſince Sexe- 
ca writ all his Tragedies in Verſe, and: Terence all his Co- 
medies, which may be the Squire did not remember, or 
knew not, ' Now if Verſe in Tragedy, and Verſe in Co- 
medy be both neereſt Nature, the Squire.deſerves his 

Lawrel, [424212 OR BH | | 

But now the Squire begins ts bemore kind, and offers 
the Honoufable Perſon tis 'Help in «s Logical way , and 
makes a Syllogiſme for hlm , which'is., if-one Stage can- 
not properly preſent-rwo Rooms ot {Houſes , much leſs 
-rwo Countreys orKingdonis , then there can be no unicy 
of place : but one! Stage” cath properly perfor his, 
therefore there dh be no unity of -place:' And then he de- 
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nies that-whieh: he calls his-Minor Propoſition, 'But what 
needs the Squire make a Syllogiſme for anocher ,, who has 
no reaſon to like it, Being pleaſed to repeat that which 
is more truly the ſenſe of the Monourable Perſon ; which 
is, that a Stage being one place cannot be two, Ithink 
thisis true ,' and therefore can as lirtle be 'two Houſes as 
two Countries.” - Buz the Squire ſays it may repreſent ewo 
Rooms ſucceſſively , ſoit may two Kingdomes, This Bog * 
he labours t6 get-out-of., and TI appeal to! the Reader , 
whether he ſticks orno,  Iwas going'to charge this Noti- 
on on his Fancy , buta little afterhe ſays, that Fancy and 
Reaſon go hand in hand, - the firſt cannot leave thelaſt be- 
hind, If this-be trac, the Squire has ſ{alyed all the Er- 
rors of fantaſtical people , together with his own: Bur I 
doubt that Fancy and Reaſon are not ſo good Friends ; and 
if the Squire had kept them cloſer rogether, we ſhould have 
believed berterof their Friead(hips. 

T he Squire is: then pleaſed to Confeſs that the leſſer 
cannot Comprehend:the Greater : yet in-a little Glaſs a 
whole Room and pefons may be repreſented, or ſeen: 
ſo may a Country beſetnont of alittle hole of a Window, 
but the Roomcangorget into the Glaſs, nor the Cougtry 
into the Hole, But the Honourable Perſon (poke not of 
whac may: ſeem re red, but of whar really conld be; 
and then inſerred thete could be no ſuch thing as they pre- 
rend to imitates which was-to come necreſt to the Nature 
of that which;could not be ar all, _ 

But immediately. he appears as unhappy in his Philoſq- 
phyas in his. Logick, © When the Honourable Perſon: on- 
ly i of things abſolutely impoſſibilez the Squire talks 
of that which is-onely ſo ex p9x#6, .and then would make ir 
no Impoſſibility, by the help gf the Firſt mover to alter the 
Nature of it, ) When: help of the Squire (who is 
the ficſtmover of ſuch P Y the nagure of things 
ae ſo altered thottwo' can be one,the Squire is triumphang, 
rill chea'cis ſubmicted to the Reader, Buc 
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(31) 
But now he-ſayes the Honourable Perſdn- is to be Excu-' 
ſed for declaring againſt the Unity of Time, being a perſon 
Iitereſſed, for the time of the Play of the Duke of Lerme 
contained many. years ; -if this be true, he is not to be hla+ 
med ;- for by his favour he writ againſt that which is impoſ- 
ſible to bemade a Rule, not-againſt any time ſhorter, or lon- 
ger uſed by any one, Bur if he had Aagved according to 
what he writ, ſure 'tis more Ingenuous, thanfor the Squire, 
who ſo pleeds for the- Unity of cime to write the Indian 
Emperoww, which contains the time of Cortez his landing 
tothe Death of Momtezamsy let him confider this, and ic 
will appear, he ought to be more diſpleaſed with his owa 
Difiagenuity, | | 
And now comming to aſſault the Henourable Perſon, 
whenhe ſayes he grows feeble, (which is the moſt ſeaſon- 
able time for the Squire to atracque any one in) he ſayes + 
according to his uſual Cuſtom, that che Honourable Perſon - 
improves his obſervatiou to an Argument, that he mighc 
have the glory to Confuce ir, - But-it appears on the con- | 
trary by his ſlighting of him, that the Honourable Perſon 
apprehends.no glory in confuting any Argument of his : 
And onthe other fade, 1 _ he never thought any ob - 
ſervation gf the Squires worthy to be drawn into an Argu- 
ment , and accordingly, the Honorable Perſon called it an - 
Argument,or Obſervacios being it ſeems as unable,as others 
are to know juſtly what Name or Title to fix onſuch a po- 
fitive Theſis. 
But now the ſtorm ceaſes, and the Illuſtrions Squire is - 
leaſepg0 ſhine with more gentle beams on the Honoura- 
ble eons and fawningly (ayes, he laies all at his feer, and 
Honours his Perſon, and Parts. The Squire muſt needs be 
believed, ſince he has endeayored to deſcribe him to be the 
owner of ſuch Excellent ones, He ſayes, he has often im- 
ployed his Pen in his Commendations, I hope he means - 
this Time for one, He Adds then,. He has many tr 
ar. - 


(12) 
Jar obligations to him, Ta this'the Squires like to be'ere- 
dited, firice this Return he has made, is ſo grateful a Teſti- 
mony of itz yerat the laſt the Squire is pleaſed to give 
him the Title of a Noble opponent ; and' ro this laſt T am 
confident hewill Receive a juſt return from the Honourable 
Perſon, whenever the Squire pleaſes to give him cauſe ro 
call him ſo, Inthe mean rime, I belieye the Squire cannur 
reafonably expe ic from him;ſince'T have heard from a ve- 
ry brave Gentleman , who was larely engaged to waite 
upon the Squire, that his cold Anſwer has diſcouraged the 
Honourable Perſon from ſuch an ExpeQation, | 


Thus, Sir, I have Travelled through this foul way, and 
have Preſerved my ſelf as clean as poſſibly Icould; yet ic 
was ſo dirty, that ſome Teſtimony of ſuch a Paſſage muſt 
needs ſtick to any that goes thorowit. Bur, Sir, if have 
- done like a good Scavenger, and carrried the Filth back to 
himſelf the propet Layſtall.I doubt not but to Receive from 
you and all other-Juſt petſons, the opinion chat I love Ju- 
ſtice, and good manners, 'which, I hope, will render me not 
unworthy of the Titleof 


SIR,” 
Tour faithful 
and 
humble Servant 
R, F, 


- Peſt- 
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Poſiſcript. 


Sir, 
Ince I hadwric this Letter to you, I happened to meer 
a'Gentleman, who diſcourſing with me about FE Ar- » 
gument,.told me he could ſhow me in a Copy of verſes of 
one of the moſt Excellent Perſons of our time, this Qae- 
ſtion Decided with as clear Generofity as Reaſon, I beg- 
ged him. to do me the favour, and he immediately hew- 
ed me the-Prologue .of the Earl of 6rrery to his Play of 
Henry the fifth. I readit with that content, that I could 
not but inſert it as an Exa Decifion of the Argumenc, 


THE PROLOGUE. 


E have with Forraign Tales ſo fill dyour Ears, 
As if our Poets were all Foreieners 

This Author begs you'l lend him bat two | 

To entertain you with your Anceſtowrs, - 

He thinks no ftories merit to be known , 

Nor can inſtrutt us better than our own, 

But look not for great Attions in a Play, 

Contratted ts the limit? of 4 Day. 

Nor where the Scene « to one place confin'd, 

Tothoſe firit# Rules the French their Poets bind: 


Yet none of them for this a Reaſon to. 


But to their Mode of Writing, as 0 , 


They 


i 
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5 4 Forrtigu Nation gives, 


«For ſure, |; your leave, ht'l were (ubmit, 


. 
T7 - ” 
. 
, 
= 


That theſe whowdyar Swords rod, ſhould rule eur wit, 


